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sesouvient.ca, a group that
has tracked gun laws since
the massacre at the Ecole
Polytechnique that killed 14
women on Dec. 6, 1989, said
Quebec should do everything
in its power to ensure the gun
registry is maintained in the
province.

Rathjen called on the gov-
ernment to seek a court in-
junction that would block
bill C-19, the proposed law
that would end the require-
ment that long-gun owners
must register their weapons
in a central database that can
be consulted by police every-
where in Canada.

The gunregistry law makes
it a criminal offence to pos-
sess an unregistered firearm.

She noted that if C-19 is
approved, not even gun deal-
ers will have to register their
sales. Guns will become an
invisible weapon in our soci-
ety, she said.

She called on the Quebec
government to act quickly be-
fore C-19 becomes law.

“The Conservative govern-
ment wants to act as fast as
possible to pass this law,” she
said. “They voted to limit de-
bate on Oct. 25 and two days
later passed the second read-
ing. ... We could get royal
consent within the next few
weeks.”

The Quebec government
has said it will set up its own
registry and is demanding

thefederal government main-
tain the database and hand
it over to province. Premier
Jean Charest said Quebec-
ers paid for their share of the
registry and therefore should
getthedata.

Meanwhile, the National
Assembly unanimously ap-
proved a motion Thursday
ordering Quebec’s chief fire-
arms officers to “take all the
necessary measures to pre-
serve the completeness of the
data from Quebec entered in
the firearmsregistry.”

The National Assembly
vote puts the firearms officer
in a legal bind. He is an agent
of the Surété du Québec, but
he reports to Ottawa.

Charest has stated that he
is ready to seek a court in-
junction to stop C-19. But he

said he has to wait until the
bill becomes law.

Critics say they fear this
will be too late because the
Conservative majority will
move fast to destroy the data.

Many groups, including
provincial politicians, mem-
bers of women'’s groups and
student associations, spoke
atthe news conference in sup-
port of seeking an injunction
or launching a constitutional
challenge.

Rathjen said court actions
would be based on the sec-
tion of the Charter that gives
every citizen the right to lib-
erty and security.

Many speakers called Bill
C-19 undemocratic because
polls show that 74 per cent of
Quebecers and more than 60
per cent of all Canadians sup-

port the gun registry.
Jean-Francois Larivée,
whose wife was killed at the
Polytechnique and who cam-
paigned for the gun registry,
said the government was mo-
tivated only by ideology and

“It makes me
Jurious ... they

want to abolish it.”
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has ignored evidence that
shows the gun registry has
saved lives.

“I feel anger and dis-
appointment at what the Con-
servatives are doing and have
lost total confidence in the

Conservative government,”
Larivée said. “This is the best
tool ever for the police (to
protect citizens), even better
than their own gun.”

Quebec has had two other
shootings at schools since the
Polytechnique. On Aug. 24,
1992, mathematics teacher
Valery Fabrikant, who had
a long history of disruptive
behaviour at Concordia Uni-
versity before he was fired,
used three handguns to shot
and kill four professors and
wound a secretary. He is serv-
ingalife sentence.

The news conference was
held in the area of Dawson
College where on Sept. 13,
2006, gunman Kimveer Gill
began firing a semi-auto-
matic rifle and then a hand-
gunkilling student Anastasia
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Louise De Sousa, mother of Anastasia De Sousa who was killed in the 2006 Dawson College shooting, speaks Friday at a news conference at the college.

de Sousa and wounding 19
others before committing
suicide.

“It really makes me furi-
ous that we have something
that works and saves lives
and they want to abolish it,”
Louise de Sousa, Anastasia’s
mother, said at the news con-
ference.

She said she didn’t believe
the argument expressed by
some gun owners that the
registry criminalizes hunt-
ers.

“We have a registry for
dogs and cars,” she said. “If
we have to pay for that, why
can’t we pay for the registry
of agun? Guns are madetodo
one thing: kill.”

wmarsden@
montrealgazette.com









#$ #%%

& %

%! )* 1%

%






