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OTTAWA - The Conservative government is ignoring evidence and common sense in dismantling the 
long-gun registry, says a survivor of the 1989 Montreal massacre. 

Nathalie Provost, an engineer who was shot at the Ecole Polytechnique, told the Commons public 
safety committee Thursday she's watching with a "heavy heart" as the Tories move to scrap the 
registry. 

"Long guns are dangerous. And this I know," Provost told MPs studying a government bill. 

The legislation introduced last month would end registration of common rifles and shotguns and 
permanently delete more than seven million files on gun ownership. 

The Tories argue the registration of long guns is wasteful and unnecessary. However, they support the 
licensing of gun owners and registration of prohibited and restricted weapons such as handguns. 

Provost said all guns can be used to do harm. 

"In 11 days, it will be the 22nd anniversary of the Polytechnique massacre, in which I was injured and 
escaped death," she said at the hearing. 

"So it is with a heavy heart that I am witnessing the legislative process that is leading to the 
dismantling of one of the few positive outcomes of this tragedy: the law that helps save hundreds and 
hundreds of lives." 



The government argues the long-gun registry merely penalizes law-abiding gun owners and has not 
saved a single life since being ushered in by the Liberals in 1995. 

Officials should be trying to keep guns away from people who shouldn't own them, Sgt. Duane 
Rutledge of the New Glasgow, N.S., police service told the committee. 

"I think we've targeted the wrong people." 

The bill before Parliament will not only spell the registry's demise, but "critically weaken" the firearms 
licensing system that determines who can own a gun, said Heidi Rathjen — like Provost a graduate of 
Ecole Polytechnique and one of the gun-control advocates who supported creation of the registry in 
the 1990s. 

The legislation would eliminate the need for a fresh registration certificate to be issued when a non-
restricted gun is transferred to a new party, thereby scratching a requirement to tell the federal 
registrar of firearms. 

The person selling or transferring the gun would simply have to believe that the new owner has a valid 
firearms licence. 

"Technically they don't even have to ask to see a licence," Rathjen told the committee. 

"It could be a revoked licence, a counterfeit licence or even a shabby but slightly official-looking 
plasticized card that could be produced in any copy shop," she said. 

"It's a huge loophole that you could drive a freight train through." 

In just over two years, 4,612 long guns were seized in relation to licences revoked for public safety 
reasons, Rathjen and Provost said in their brief to the committee. 

In the Commons, New Democrat MP Francoise Boivin said the Conservatives are letting victims down 
by killing the registry. 

"Will the government not realize this error before it is too late?" 

Public Safety Minister Vic Toews said selling a gun to an unlicensed person is a crime. "If you do so 
you will be held accountable to the full extent of the law." 

Rathjen argues, however, that it will be almost impossible for police to prove a seller is lying when they 
say they believed the buyer had a valid firearms licence. 

The legislation would override provisions of the Library and Archives of Canada Act and the Privacy 
Act to allow for destruction of the long-gun records. 

Quebec wants to use the data to create its own registry, but the federal government refuses to share 
the records. 
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Nathalie Provost, survivor of the December, 1989 massacre at l’École Polytechnique on in Montreal, see 

here on an earlier visit to Parliament Hill in support of the long-gun registry. CP/Sean Kilpatrick 
  
Canada needs to keep the long-gun registry, a woman who was shot with a rifle during the Montreal 
Massacre at L’ecole Polyechnique in 1989 told a House of Commons committee on Thursday. 

Nathalie Provost appeared before the public safety committee as one of 11 witnesses speaking on Bill C-
19, which will abolish the long-gun registry. 

Provost said that, just 11 days before the anniversary of the Ecole Polytechnique murders, she had a 
“heavy heart” that the only gains to come from that tragedy were about to be reversed. 

“Guns cannot be neatly divided into two categories: those that are dangerous and those that are not,” 
Provost told the committee. 

Lobby Watcher 

Appearing beside Provost, Heidi Rathjen, spokesperson for the group Students and Graduates of 
Polytechnique for Gun Control, said Bill C-19 will create a loophole where the vendor no longer has to keep 
paperwork when a sale takes place, making it impossible for police to track the sale of guns used in crimes. 

Another loophole under the new legislation means that when selling or transferring a gun, the vendor does 
not have to check for a valid firearms license, nor will the vendor be required to record any information 
about the license, the buyer, or the gun license number. 

“Police will no longer be able to enforce that you can only sell a gun to someone with a valid licence. It 
renders inoperable the whole licensing system,” Rathjen told reporters after giving her testimony. “It’s going 
to be a lot easier to get a gun without a licence.” 

The committee also heard from witnesses who were in favour of abolishing the registry. 

Greg Illerbrun, who represented a Saskatchewan hunters’ group and is a former police officer, argued that 
gun registries do no work to stop crime and that they treat everyday citizens as if they are criminals. 



“This law targets law-abiding citizens, but does little to stop the criminal use of firearms,” Illerbrun said. 
“That approach is fundamentally wrong.” 

He urged the committee to destroy both the gun registry and all existing data from the registry. 

“The data is the registry,” Illerbrun said. “If you haven’t destroyed the data, you haven’t destroyed the 
registry.” 

Illerbrun’s argument that gun registries don’t reduce crime was backed up by Gary Mauser, a professor 
from Simon Fraser University’s Institute for Canadian Urban Studies Research. 

The homicide rate was falling well before the introduction of Bill C-68 and the long-gun registry in 2003, 
Mauser said. 

“The homicide rate fell a lot faster before it (the long-gun registry) was introduced, than after,” Mauser said. 

These arguments clashed with those of another academic witness. Étienne Blais, a criminology professor 
at the University of Montreal, told the committee his research suggests that Bill C-68, the original bill that 
created the gun registry, prevents about 250 suicides and 50 homicides per year. 

Just having a gun in the house can enable suicidal or homicidal tendencies and abolishing the long-gun 
registry would compromise the health and safety of Canadians, he said. 

In questioning, Mauser pointed to what he called “serious methodological errors” in one of Blais’ peer-
reviewed research papers. 

But NDP MP Jack Harris found some problems with Mauser’s qualifications, too, noting that Mauser’s  
website  describes him as a business professor who has published a book on marketing and edited one 
called Manipulating Public Opinion: Essays on Public Opinion as a Dependent Varriable. 

Mauser has, in the past, spoken on behalf of the National Firearms Association, Harris pointed out. 

Mauser said his background is in statistical analysis and he felt “perfectly qualified” to speak on the matter 
of firearms and criminology. 

Conservative MPs used their questions, mainly, to hear more from the witnesses who favoured abolishing 
the gun registry, largely ignoring those who wanted to keep it. 

Near the end of the two-hour committee, this was too much for NDP MP Françoise Boivin, who used her 
allotted question time to accuse Conservative MPs of wearing white ribbons as a statement against 
violence against women, and then failing to act on a piece of legislation that will potentially save women’s 
lives. 

“I am so fed up with the way we have proceeded and this perception that all we are doing is criminalizing 
hunters,” Boivin said. 

“I’m not against hunting. I eat meat. That being said, if all the hunter has to do is register their rifle, I’m not 
turning them into a criminal.” 
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